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RODNEY ATKINS FACTS
Facts Important and Obscure about the County Music Star
Boise, ID –Country music star Rodney Atkins will play the Western Idaho Fair on Wednesday, August 26, 2009. The concert is FREE with fair admission, presented by WOW! Country 104.3.

Since his Top-5 hit “Honesty (Write Me a List)” from his 2003 debut album Honesty, Atkins has connected with fans refreshed by the singer’s brand of down-home philosophy and heartfelt balladry. Here’s a collection of Fun Facts about the artist and his 2009 Tour.
The Artist

Rodney Allan Atkins was born on March 28, 1968 in Knoxville, Tennessee, and not long afterwards was put up for adoption.
Atkins was adopted as a frail, sickly infant from the Holston Methodist Home for Children in Greenville, Tennessee. Since finding stardom, he has passionately raised awareness and financial assistance for the home and for the National Council for Adoption.
He began singing in church as a boy, and learned to play guitar and write songs while in high school.
During college, Atkins made regular trips to Nashville to write, perform and learn the music business. 
Atkins’ 2003 debut album Honesty earned him a Top 5 hit with “Honesty (Write Me a List).”

Four songs from Rodney Atkins’ platinum-selling 2006 album If You’re Going Through Hell became No. 1 hits—a feat not accomplished since 2002.
Atkins and longtime producer Ted Hewitt recorded the vocals for If You’re Going Through Hell and It’s America at a closet-sized studio in the singer’s home.

Atkins has performed for a half-million people at the National Memorial Day concert in Washington, D.C. and twice for President George W. Bush.
After playing Nashville’s Grand Ole Opry, Atkins said “It was unbelievable. Playing the Opry is like playing in church. It's such an honor and it's amazing to realize the history of that place. It's the coolest thing in the world."
Atkins has toured with Brad Paisley, Brooks & Dunn, Martina McBride and ZZ Top.
Atkins won the Academy of Country Music’s Top New Male Vocalist award, and has received five other ACM nominations and two Country Music Association nominations. 
Atkins says some fans recognize him by saying “You’re the guy in the ball cap.”
Atkins has a wife, Tammy Jo; a son Elijah; and two teenage stepdaughters.

His stepdaughters affectionately call him “Big R.”
The 2009 US Tour

Atkins’ appearance in Boise is just the first of three tour stops in Idaho this year. Atkins will perform at the Twin Falls County Fair in Filer on September 2, and the Eastern Idaho Fair in Blackfoot on September 11.
Atkins travels to Boise from an appearance at the Central States Fair in Rapid City, South Dakota. From Boise, Atkins travels to Pueblo, Colorado to appear at the Colorado State Fair.

Atkins 2009 Tour is truly nationwide, with stops in the West (including Idaho, Oregon, Alaska, and California), Midwest (Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, and South Dakota) and the south (Tennessee and Georgia) among others.

Atkins 2009 tour wraps up on December 11 with a show at the Golden Nugget in Las Vegas, Nevada.

More information is available at the artist’s website www.rodneyatkins.com. The complete Western Idaho Fair event schedule is available at www.idahofair.com.

-- end --

Western Idaho Fair is a property of Expo Idaho, dba Ada County, Boise, ID. The regional event is the largest in Idaho drawing more than 250,000 patrons. Concerts, livestock shows, Butler Carnival, dozens of national free grounds acts and exhibits showcased from the community are all just a part of this ten-day-long event.
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