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FOREIGNER FACTS
Facts Important and Obscure about the Legendary Group
Boise, ID –The iconic band Foreigner will play the Western Idaho Fair Tuesday, August 25. The concert is FREE with fair admission, presented by KTHI (K-Hits) 107.1.

With a rich history dating back to the band’s formation in 1976, here’s a collection of Fun Facts about the band, the artists, the 2009 US Tour, their impact on pop culture, and their upcoming album Can’t Slow Down scheduled for release September 29, 2009.
The Band

Foreigner was formed in New York City in 1976 by Mick Jones with fellow Brits Ian Mc Donald and Dennis Elliott, and Americans Lou Gramm, Alan Greenwood and Ed Gagliardi.
“My initial musical vision for Foreigner was to combine blues and R&B with British rock and make it sound soulful and authentic," Jones said.
The band was called "Foreigner" since half of the band was American and half was English. Mick Jones, the leader of the band, suggested the name to their manager at the time, Bud Prager.

Foreigner's self-titled debut was issued in 1977 and became an immediate hit on the strength of the hit singles Feels Like the First Time, Long, Long Way From Home and Cold As Ice. The album would eventually go platinum five times over.
Foreigner’s 1978 follow-up Double Vision spawned more hit singles including Hot Blooded and its title track. The album stayed in the Top Ten for a solid six months. Double Vision would go on to become Foreigner's best-selling album of their career … selling seven million copies in the U.S. alone by 2001.
The group's released Head Games in 1979, followed by 4 in 1981. 4 was another massive seller, spawning hits like Urgent (featuring a blazing sax solo from Motown vet Junior Walker), Jukebox Hero, and the power ballad Waiting for a Girl Like You.
Other albums have included Agent Provocateur (1984), Inside Information (1987), Unusual Heat (1991), and Mr. Moonlight (1995) as well as several collections, a live album, and numerous re-releases.

Foreigner has sold over 65 million albums.

Foreigner has had nine top-10 hits and 16 top-30 hits.

The Artists

Mick Jones crafted some of Foreigner’s most enduring songs and has produced 10 multi-platinum albums. He wrote the band's biggest and most successful single I Want to Know What Love Is.
Mick Jones first began playing guitar in his early teens. “I knew early on that I could never hold a regular job. I had to play guitar. I had to somehow make my way into music” he says.
Mick Jones is the only person to play on every Foreigner album.
As the new lead singer in Foreigner, Kelly Hansen says “the best part about being in this band is getting the chance to do something I feel I was meant to do. (T)here are times in life where the right combination of people come together at the right time, through luck, timing or for some other unknown reason to create something magical.”

Tom Gimbel is a multi-instrumentalist, playing rhythm guitar, keyboards, sax, and flute. When he started playing sax, he tried to nail the high notes like big band trumpet player Maynard Ferguson. That practice was good training for playing the blazing sax solo on “Urgent” years later.

Jeff Pilson says of Foreigner “It all feels so natural because I was a big fan of the band, and the music and style are a part of my blood. Foreigner, to me, was always the perfect combination of strong songs, great singing, intense heavy rock musicianship, with a touch of R&B… There’s just no feeling in the world like going out and kicking butt every night!”

Michael Bluestein began studying piano studies at age of 9, and has played with Boz Scaggs, Stevie Nicks, Enrique Iglesias, Anastacia, and with the house band on Jimmy Kimmel Live. Bluestein says playing the classic Foreigner music is “truly surreal. I grew up hearing and loving all these songs, and never dreamed that I would have the chance to be in the band playing them! The energy on stage is amazing and I love looking out and seeing everyone singing along with every word.”

The 2009 US Tour

The Foreigner 2009 US Tour opened July 30, 2009 in Morristown, New Jersey and closes October 11, 2009 in Primm, Nevada.

Boise is just one stop on Foreigner’s 2009 US Tour. From here it’s off to five shows in California, then on to several more across the Western United States. 
What can fans expect when Foreigner’s plays Boise? Mick Jones says they’re “putting on the most exciting Foreigner show you can see. It is a very dynamic show!”

The Album
Foreigner’s newest album Can't Slow Down, due September 29 from Rhino Entertainment, unveils 13 new songs produced by Marti Frederiksen and Mark Ronson. 
Can't Slow Down will be a three-disc set featuring a CD of new material, a concert DVD and a best-of collection, remixed to sound more contemporary.
Can’t Slow Down is Foreigner's first album since 1995's "Mr. Moonlight."

The title track Can’t Slow Down was written by Mick Jones, Kelly Hansen, and Marti Frederiksen and is a nod to NASCAR and the band's appearance at this year's Samsung 500 in Texas.
Foreigner has been using a mobile recording studio to add the finishing touches to their upcoming Can't Slow Down album, and have been be recording between concerts.

Can’t Slow Down will be available exclusively through WalMart.
The Pop Culture

· Foreigner’s I Want to Know What Love Is can be heard in the movie soundtrack Mr. Wrong. 

· Hot Blooded can be heard on the soundtrack for Vision Quest.

· Footloose contains Waiting for a Girl Like You.
· Cold as Ice is heard in FM.

· Foreigner has been referenced multiple times on the show Aqua Teen Hunger Force.

· Foreigner has two songs in the Grand Theft Auto video game series: one on Grand Theft Auto: Vice City and one on Grand Theft Auto: Vice City Stories. 

· The song Juke Box Hero is also a downloadable song for the video games Guitar Hero III: Legends of Rock and Rock Band. 

· The song Hot Blooded is a downloadable song for the music video game Guitar Hero World Tour. 

· The song Blue Morning Blue Day is a downloadable song for the music video game Rock Band. 

· Hot Blooded is also used in the sequel American Pie Presents: Band Camp, and sung by various campers. 

· Hot Blooded is also used in the Supernatural TV series, on the second episode of the first season called "Wendigo". 

· Hot Blooded was played in an episode of The King of Queens, on the episode where Doug and Carrie first met. 

· In the film Epic Movie, Edward looks at the White Bitch while she gets out of the buggy as the song Waiting for a Girl Like You plays.

· In SModcast 62, Kevin Smith and Scott Mosier had a roleplay debate in which Mick Jones (Scott Mosier) is in a cereal aisle, singing his own song, when Kevin Smith confronts him about singing his own work. 

· On the TV show Bones, the character Seeley Booth (a huge arena rock fan) is an admitted fan of the band and even sang their song Hot Blooded in one episode. 

· On the TV show The Oblongs while in drivers ed, Chip and Biff say that there is an old Foreigner 8-track tape stuck in their car's stereo. 

· In the episode "Night and Deity" (Season 7, Episode 16) of King of the Hill , Hank gets drunk at Luanne's 21st birthday party and plays his favorite song I Want to Know What Love Is on the Jukebox.

Western Idaho Fair presents Foreigner Tuesday, August 25 at the Grandstand, 7:30 p.m. The concert is FREE with fair admission. For ongoing updates and Foreigner links, go to idahofair.com.

-- end --

Western Idaho Fair is a property of Expo Idaho, dba Ada County, Boise, ID. The regional event is the largest in Idaho drawing more than 250,000 patrons. Concerts, livestock shows, Butler Carnival, dozens of national free grounds acts and exhibits showcased from the community are all just a part of this ten-day-long event.
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