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BLAKE SHELTON FACTS
Facts Important and Obscure about the County Music Star
Boise, ID –Country music star Blake Shelton will play the Western Idaho Fair on Friday, August 28, 2009. The concert is FREE with fair admission, presented by Kissin’ 92.

Blake Shelton burst onto the country music scene in 2001. His self-titled debut album earned him Radio and Records magazine's title of "Breakthrough Country Artist." Here’s a collection of Fun Facts about the artist and his 2009 Tour.
The Artist

Blake Shelton was born June 18, 1976 in Oklahoma.
Shelton’s first public performance came at the age of 8. At his mother’s insistence, Shelton entered the talent portion of a local beauty pageant. "I was totally embarrassed and humiliated and I didn't want any of my friends to know about it," he says. "I told my mom I didn't want to sing anymore because it's too embarrassing."

Shelton moved to Nashville in June 1994, two weeks after graduating from high school.

In Nashville, Shelton worked with country stars Hoyt Axton, Bobby Braddock, and Earl Thomas Conley, among others.

Shelton’s favorite album is Earl Thomas Conley's Greatest Hits (1985). His favorite song is Conley’s "What I'd Say."

Not surprisingly, Shelton’s biggest musical influence is Earl Thomas Conley. Other influences include Travis Tritt, Hank Williams Jr., and Dan Seals.

Shelton first appeared on the stage of the Grand Ole Opry on May 5, 2001.

Shelton married Kaynette Williams in November 2003.
Shelton lives on a ranch west of Nashville. To start the ranch, Shelton bought 32 chickens, 12 turkeys and two ducks. "It's like a bad episode of Green Acres," he jokes. "I'm out there trying to learn how to drive a tractor, learning about stuff I always wanted to do. I just want to be somebody who has some land and works on it - whether it's figuring out how to work my plow or deciding if I need to separate my roosters from my hens!"

Shelton’s hobbies include hunting, fishing and collecting pocket knives.

Shelton says his career highlight was co-writing the song "All Over Me" with Earl Thomas Conley. "I got up extra early that morning so I would be awake and alert," he says, "and I was so nervous I must have drank two pots of coffee. So when I got to his house, the first thing I did after meeting him was ask him if I could use his bathroom. When I got in there, the only thing I could think of was, 'I'm using Earl Thomas Conley's toilet!'"

Shelton’s Billboard No. 1 single "Austin" topped the charts for five weeks, tying Billy Ray Cyrus' 1992 smash "Achy Breaky Heart" as the longest-running No. 1 song for a new male singer. Other Shelton hits include "The Baby" (No. 1, 2002) and "Some Beach" (No. 1, 2004)
In 2007, Shelton became a household name and face after leading a choir to the top three on NBC-TV's "Clash of the Choirs."

Shelton’s biggest fans call themselves “BS’ers.”
The 2009 US Tour

Shelton’s aggressive 2009 tour schedule started January 18, 2009 in Cincinnati, Ohio. Shelton will have played more than fifty show dates by the time he arrives in Boise, including a March 18 performance in Coeur D’Alene, Idaho and a July 16 show in Idaho Falls.

Before arriving in Boise, Shelton last performed at the Corn Palace Festival in Mitchell, South Dakota. From Boise, Shelton travels to his next concert date at the Oregon State Fair in Salem.

More information is available at the artist’s website www.blakeshelton.com. The complete Western Idaho Fair event schedule is available at www.idahofair.com.
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Western Idaho Fair is a property of Expo Idaho, dba Ada County, Boise, ID. The regional event is the largest in Idaho drawing more than 250,000 patrons. Concerts, livestock shows, Butler Carnival, dozens of national free grounds acts and exhibits showcased from the community are all just a part of this ten-day-long event.
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