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WESTERN IDAHO FAIR WRAPS

Attendance, Carnival and Concerts Outstanding

Boise, ID—Despite roasting hot weather during the opening days of Western Idaho Fair, officials today are pleased with the initial figures. Attendance numbers leaped forward on Tuesday, August 19 thanks in part to cooler weather and the night show launch at the Grandstand.

“We won’t have final figures until sometime after Labor Day,” said Bob Batista, general manager of Expo Idaho, home of Western Idaho Fair. “We pull in financials from vendors, concessionaires, admissions and labor; accuracy is critical and we take the time necessary to make sure everything balances.”

ATTENDANCE RECAP 

From August 15 - 18, temperatures scorched the Midway, sometimes reaching 105 degrees as reported by some concessionaires. Admissions staff remained positive even with the heat since advance ticket purchases were up 17 percent.

“It could’ve been the economy, or simply a good bargain, but patrons bought the Family Pack and other e-tickets before the fair began,” said Lori Cox, marketing and development for Expo Idaho. “We knew they were coming, we just weren’t sure when.” Cox said the Family Pack saved as much as $28 over the onsite price of four admissions and two all-day carnival wristbands. The Family Pack was available online 30 days prior to the fair opening.

Cooler weather and a popular night show lineup were likely catalysts of exceptional attendance numbers starting Tuesday August 19. With temperatures dipping into the mid-80s, patrons poured into Western Idaho Fair Tuesday through Friday.  Current estimates indicate attendance on Saturday, August 23 and Sunday, August 24 was more average in comparison to 2007 and 2006 figures.

Another area jumped in turnout. Ada County Extension Office officials reported record entries in the 4-H department. The open class entries were mostly up, especially dairy cattle with nearly 300 head entered from all parts of Idaho and Oregon.

CARNIVAL

Management from Butler Amusements was pleased with strong daily numbers at the carnival, even on the hottest days. Wristband deals of $10 off on Family Day and Idaho Statesman Day helped stabilize turnout. The new ride “The Viper” was a big attraction this year, in addition to favorites like Pole Position, Fireball and the legendary Zipper.

CONCERTS

Beverage sales at the Gary Allan concert Tuesday were up a whopping 76 percent over the previous year’s concert day. Chicago, featured on the following night, packed the Grandstand. Officials believe it was the largest show ever held at Western Idaho Fair. Corbin Bleu on Thursday and The Temptations on Friday also had capacity crowds. The mix of four different genres of music seemed to hit a tune with fans who came early and stayed late each day.

Per tradition, final attendance figures will be reported following Labor Day, including various departments, admissions, food and beverage statistics. A photo scrapbook of Western Idaho Fair scenes will be posted this week; all of these items can be viewed online at idahofair.com. For additional information about Western Idaho Fair, go online or call 208-287-5650.

-- end --

Western Idaho Fair, now in its 111th year, resides annually at Expo Idaho, Boise. The ten-day event runs August 15-24, 2008 and consists of night shows at the Grandstand, Butler Carnival, livestock shows and exhibits, foods of all flavors, shopping with commercial vendors, horse racing and grounds entertainment of top national caliber. Approximately 270,000 guests attend the event from Idaho and surrounding states. Address: 5610 Glenwood, Boise ID 83714  Phone: 208.287.5650 
