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SPLASH DOGS BACKGROUND SHEET

Media contact: Lori Cox

lcox@idahofair.com

ph: 208.287.5654

cell: 208.870.3443


online at idahofair.com

Splash Dogs was born in the summer of 2003 when Tony Reed of Pittsburg, California first hatched the idea. Tony had been taking his energetic black lab Sierra to the local boat docks and she would entertain large crowds by leaping off the dock, chasing one of her favorite toys.  Tony had no idea that dock jumping was an actual sport, but after seeing the Great Outdoor Games Big Air Competition on TV, Tony decided that he and Sierra would like to get involved. Tony did some research and found that there were two upcoming events in the area, so he and Sierra decided they would join in the fun. Tony and Sierra had a blast at the competitions, but when the two events were over, they were disappointed to find out that the West Coast was extremely scarce when it came to dock jumping events.

This was completely unacceptable to Tony and Sierra, so Tony decided to take the dog by the collar, so to speak, and start up his own dock jumping competition. As a result, Splash Dogs was born.  

As a dog enthusiast company, today Splash Dogs organizes, sanctions and promotes dock jumping events and competitions. Splash Dogs monitors all trends and performance standards in the sport of dock jumping and develops its rules and regulations from national and international standards. Splash Dogs prides itself on providing high quality family-oriented events that the whole family can enjoy together. 

In December 2003, Splash Dogs held its first event at the Olive Kennels in Knights Landing, California. Since then, Splash Dogs has put on dock jumping events at pet expos, sportsmen’s expos, the Cynosports World Games, hunting and fishing expos, and boat shows all over the United States. According to the latest National Pet Survey published in 2007, more than 44 million household residents across the United States own dogs.

Event Logistics

This is an outdoor event to be run into a pool of water. The dock features a 40' long custom built deck with an artificial-turf surface. The pool is 40’ long and holds 28,000 gallons of water. At Western Idaho Fair, the pool will reside just inside the West Service Gate, which will be specially marked for participants. See map for clarification.


Parking is free at Western Idaho Fair. For the shortest walk, please park in the West Parking Lot. Carry the crate and any items a short distance from the parking lot to the Splash Dogs area. Storage: Competitors need to bring a portable kennel or crate for storing their dog right in the Splash Dogs area. Dogs stored in vehicles will be immediately reported to the authorities. VERY IMPORTANT: NO DOGS OUTSIDE THE SPLASH DOGS AREA!!!!

Splash Dogs uses a state-of-the-art measuring system: the Splash Dogs Ruler. The system was specifically designed for dock jumping and is the most accurate system in the dock jumping world. A high speed capture video technology pinpoints where the dog enters the water. This gives competitors piece of mind as to the accuracy of the measurement. 

Kids

In 2005 Splash Dogs instituted the Junior Handler Program. Kids as young as six years old can now participate with their favorite pooch. Splash Dogs holds a Junior Handler Final to showcase the junior entrants’ abilities.

Philanthropy

In 2006, Splash Dogs was offered the opportunity to host the dock jumping venue at “Wags for Wishes.” This fundraiser for the Make-A-Wish Foundation is held annually in San Diego, CA. Wags for Wishes hosted more than 2,000 teams. At Western Idaho Fair, Splash Dogs will sponsor Meridian Valley Humane Society contributing $1 per entry toward the shelter.

Event Registration  

This Splash Dogs event is open to any dog / handler team who wishes to enter. Enter online at idahofair.com, click on Splash Dogs, or on site entering through the West Service Gate. Important: online entries CLOSE AUGUST 12; after this date competitors must enter on site. 

· For online entering, fill out the Jumping Competition online form and submit. E-mail confirmation will be provided when competitor provides an e-mail address.

· Important! Pre-registered participants will go to the information booth at B Gate to pick up a free entry pass. Proceed left around the corner to the West Service Gate entry. Family members and friends must enter through the regular gates and pay for entry to Western Idaho Fair.

· Upon check-in at Splash Dogs, pay the registration fee, sign the waiver and show any Splash Dog registration papers.

· When registering on-site, please register at least one hour prior to the heat(s) of competition(s). On-site registration permitted only as space permits.

Pre-Registrants will be given PRIORITY for entry in a wave. Heats will be determined as competitors enter. A $10 fee is applied to practice (open dock). The official registration fee is $20 and $20 for additional waves, payable to Splash Dogs (cash or check). If a competitor decides to compete, any $10 practice fee will apply toward the $20 entry fee. 

Event Details 

Super Air: Super Air is a competition to see how far the dog can jump into a body of water. Dogs run down a 40’ dock and launch off the end chasing their favorite inflatable toy. The distance is measured from the edge of the dock to the point where the base of the tail enters the water surface. This sport is similar to the long jump in a track and field competition.

Super Vertical: In Super Vertical, it is the height the dog jumps that is measured. A device called “an extender” is used to hold a bumper 8’ out and 5’ high over the water. Each dog takes a turn to jump in a round robin format. After each round, the bumper is moved higher by 2” until a winner is crowned. 

Team Jumps: In the team jump, dogs are placed into teams of 3. Teams can be requested, or handlers can ask to be placed on a team. A handler may only handle one dog on a given team (however a handler may be on multiple teams with different dogs). A dog may only be on a single team. Money can be won even if a dog doesn't jump the farthest! 

Before the start of the wave, all teams will be asked to present their "guess" at their team’s total combined jump scores (including all 6 jumps). Teams will then be placed according to how close their guess is to the sum of their actual combined jump scores. Next, each team member will take two competition jumps. Any "no jump" score causes a team to be ineligible for placements. No "passing" is allowed. 

Each team member will pay a $20 wave entry fee. 50% of the wave entry fees from this wave will go to pay the winners. 1st place: 60% of payout; 2nd place 30%; 3rd place 10%. In the event of a tie for any of the first 3 places, a single jump team jump-off will occur. The team with the guess closest to the combined score of the 3 jumps will win the tie. All jumps from this wave also count towards qualifying for the finals and also for rankings and titles. Team jump waves may NOT be paid for with Splash Bucks. 

The top 24 dogs overall will meet in the Western Idaho Fair finals on Sunday August 24. The top 12 will qualify for the pro finals and the next 12 qualify for the open finals. 

A Lap Dog and Junior Handler finals shall run immediately prior to the open finals.

Event Rules/Information 

This event will be open to all dog / handler teams who wish to enter as space and time permits. Training is provided for anyone who needs it.

Rules as Follows:

· Abuse will not be tolerated. 

· Please have dog shots current with tags apparent or bring current shot and vaccine papers. 

· Please be responsible for the safety of the dogs and others!!! 

· Dog/handler teams may enter only one or as many Waves as they wish (a separate entry fee must be paid for each wave).

· Dog/handler teams will be placed in groups of up to 15 teams within each heat. Each team will receive two (2) competition jumps. 

· One dog/handler on the dock at a time. 

· All dogs will have the opportunity to acclimate to the dock area prior to their first official competition jump as time permits. 

· Allotted practice time based on event time constraints. The dock will close to all practice jumping 15 minutes prior to the start of each competition Wave, for competitors' warm-up.

· Female dogs in heat will NOT be allowed to compete or in the competition area. 

Awards

Handlers or their representatives must be present to accept ribbons and awards. Ribbons will be awarded directly after each wave. Ribbons will not be mailed. 

Schedule

Dock closes at 8 pm nightly; exception Aug 24, 5 pm

August 15: Waves at 2, 5, 7 pm

August 16: Waves at 1, 5 pm; Team Jump 3 pm; Super Vertical 7 pm

August 17: Waves at 1, 6 pm; Team Jump 3:30 pm

August 18: Waves at 2, 5, 7 pm

August 19: Waves at 2, 5, 7 pm

August 20: Waves at 2, 5, 7 pm

August 21: Waves at 2, 5, 7 pm

August 22: Waves at 2, 5, 7 pm

August 23: Waves at 1, 3, 5 pm; Super Vertical 7 pm

August 24: Waves at 1 pm; Jr Handler, Lap Dog & Open Finals at 3 pm; Pro Finals 4 pm

Western Idaho Fair, now in its 111th year, resides annually at Expo Idaho, Boise. The ten-day event runs August 15-24, 2008 and consists of night shows at the Grandstand, Butler Carnival, livestock shows and exhibits, foods of all flavors, shopping with commercial vendors, horse racing and grounds entertainment of top national caliber. Approximately 270,000 guests attend the event from Idaho and surrounding states. Address: 5610 Glenwood, Boise ID 83714  Phone: 208.287.5650
